
[image: image1.wmf]GENERAL  ASSEMBLY

FORTY-THIRD REGULAR SESSION




OEA/Ser.P

June 4 to 6, 2013






AG/doc.5393/13
Antigua, Guatemala






4 June 2013









Original: Spanish










Item 59 on the agenda
DRAFT RESOLUTION ON 
“COORDINATION OF HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE
AMONG THE MEMBER STATES”

(Presented by the delegations of Argentina and Panamá)

DRAFT RESOLUTION ON


“COORDINATION OF HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE
AMONG THE MEMBER STATES”


(Argentina, Panama)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT resolutions AG/RES. 2314 (XXXVII-O/07), “Natural Disaster Reduction, Risk Management, and Assistance in Natural and Other Disaster Situations”; AG/RES. 2372 (XXXVIII-O/08), “Coordination of Volunteers in the Hemisphere in Response to Natural Disasters and the Fight against Hunger and Poverty–White Helmets Initiative”; AG/RES. 2492 (XXXIX-O/09), “Existing Mechanisms for Disaster Prevention and Response and Humanitarian Assistance among the Member States”; AG/RES. 2610 (XL-O/10) and CIDI/RES. 245 (XV-O/10), “Existing Mechanisms for Disaster Prevention and Response and Humanitarian Assistance among the Member States”; CIDI/RES. 259 (XVI-O/11), “Existing Mechanisms for Disaster Prevention and Response and Humanitarian Assistance among the Member States”; AG/RES. 2647 (XLI-O/11), “Existing Mechanisms for Disaster Prevention and Response and Humanitarian Assistance among the Member States”; and AG/RES 2750 (XLII-O/12), “Existing Mechanisms for Disaster Prevention and Response and Humanitarian Assistance among the Member States”;


REAFFIRMING the guiding principles of international humanitarian assistance:  neutrality, impartiality, and independence and the primary and principal responsibility of the state to care for disaster victims;
HIGHLIGHTING the efforts made by the member states, the inter-American system, international agencies, international organs and organizations, and subregional mechanisms in disaster prevention and response and in the coordination of humanitarian assistance;

RECALLING ONCE AGAIN the importance of reaching a commitment among member states to allow the timely and effective exchange of information, tools, successful experiences, and best practices among countries, international agencies, regional and subregional agencies and organizations, social actors, and civil society organizations, in respect of risk management, disaster assistance, avoiding duplication of efforts and combining synergies of existing mechanisms in the interest of the region;

UNDERSCORING the Third Session of the Regional Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction and the Fourth Session of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction, held in Santiago, Chile, from November 26 to 28, 2012, and in Geneva, Switzerland, from May 18 to 23, 2013, respectively;

TAKING NOTE OF THE “Inter-American Plan for Disaster Prevention and Response and the Coordination of Humanitarian Assistance” and the efforts made by the inter-American system the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction, the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC); the Union of South American Nations (UNASUR), the Forum for Coordination and Cooperation of Subregional Risk Management Mechanisms of the Americas, and the Regional Meetings of the International Humanitarian Assistance Mechanisms (MIAH), among other mechanisms and initiatives in the Hemisphere;
UNDERSCORING the project being carried out by the Republic of Panama, the “Humanitarian Assistance Logistics Center,” which seeks to make available to the international community, in particular to humanitarian actors, Panama’s logistical platform for making the delivery of humanitarian assistance in disaster situations in the region more efficient and effective; and
CONVINCED that, in the present scenario, in view of the constant, exponential occurrence of socio-natural phenomena in the region, it is essential to strengthen humanitarian assistance action,
RESOLVES:

1. To urge the member states, the inter-American system, regional and subregional organizations, the Inter-American Committee on Natural Disaster Reduction, the Inter-American Network for Disaster Mitigation, and the White Helmets Initiative to promote coordination and the exchange of experiences in respect of humanitarian assistance.

2. To express its satisfaction with the implementation of the Humanitarian Assistance Logistics Center for the Americas in the Republic of Panama, which will ensure greater efficiency in the management of regional and international inputs and the rapid, effective delivery of humanitarian cooperation and assistance in emergency situations.
3. To invite the member states to collaborate in the development and launching of that center.
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To urge the member states to support national, regional, and international efforts in risk management and the coordination of humanitarian assistance.
5. To request the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources.
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