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7 December 2012

I thank the Permanent Council for this opportunity to present the reflections and concerns of Peace
Brigades International (PBI), based on our experience providing international accompaniment to human
rights defenders in Colombia, Guatemala and Mexico."

With our reflections, we wish to emphasize the valuable work of the Inter-American Commission,
highlighting some examples in which the measures adopted have been relevant tools for the protection
of the human rights defenders and communities that we accompany.” We are concerned that some of
the proposed reforms could affect the protection capacity of the Commission, and therefore imply the
weakening of a system that has been very useful for its purposes.

With regards to Precautionary Measures, in accordance with PBI’s experience these measures have
been very useful for supporting and legitimizing alternative proposals for peace and mechanisms for
self-protection in the midst of conflict.

As an example, we note the cases of the San José de Apartadé Peace Community and the Humanitarian
Zones of the Curbarado, Jiguamiandé and Cacarica River Basins in Colombia. In order to protect
themselves from the conflict, these communities decided to create “humanitarian zones” and peace
communities, based upon the Principle of Distinction, prohibiting the entrance of armed actors in an
attempt to keep the conflict off of their lands. Although these figures are not legally recognized by the
Colombian State, the communities were able to form and to continue to exist thanks in large part to the
Precautionary Measures granted by the Commission.? In addition, the Precautionary Measures have

* For 30 years PBI has, at various moments, maintained teams of volunteers in Colombia, El Salvador, Guatemala, Mexico, the
Balkans, the U.S., Canada (focused on indigenous communities), Haiti, Indonesia, Nepal and Sri Lanka. During 2011 the
Guatemala project organized a delegation to Honduras in order to highlight the situation of human rights defenders there and
their need for protection, offer them moral support, collect and analyse information that could be useful for future actions to
protect them, and, in the medium term, respond to their request for permanent accompaniment and international observation
in the country. Also during 2011 PBI carried out exploration work in Kenya, and will be starting a short term project there. In
Mexico PBI maintains permanent teams in Oaxaca, Chilpancingo (Guerrero State), and the Federal District and accompanies 11
human rights defender organisations; in Guatemala PBI has a permanent team in the capital and accompanies 12 social and
human rights organisations, and maintains a regular presence in numerous municipalities of the country in at least 7
departments, carrying out international accompaniment and observation with respect to processes that promote human rights
defence (in the Departments of Guatemala, Zacapa, Chiquimula, Jalapa, El Quiché, Alta Verapaz y Petén); in Colombia PBI
maintains teams in Bogotd, Barrancabermeja (covering the Magdalena Medio and the Northwest region), Cali (covering the city
and the Southwest region, as well as some parts of Antioquia) and in Apartadd (Uraba), accompanying 18 human rights
defender organizations and maintaining close contact with 15 more.

*PBI’s understanding of human rights includes civil and political rights as well as economic, social, cultural, territorial and
environmental rights, with both individual and collective dimensions.

® In March 2003 the Inter-American Court urged the Colombian State to adopt the measures necessary to protect the life and
integrity of all the members of the communities formed by the Community Council of Jiguamiandé and the families of
Curbaradd. (“Referring to the families that are connected to the collective territory recognized under Law 70 and that carry out
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[image: image2.jpg]permitted local organizations and PBI to have legal backing in supporting these communities, and have
facilitated our work with these communities as well as with other at-risk communities and organisations

that we accompany.

We would particularly like to underscore the collective character of these Precautionary Measures,
which has allowed for the protection of the life and physical integrity of small-scale farmer, Afro-
descendant and indigenous communities. This can also be seen through our experience in Guatemala, a
context in which the conflict between economic interests and the respect of human rights can have
dramatic effects, like the violent displacement of communities.

To illustrate this, we mention the 14 Q’eqchies Mayan communities displaced from the Polochic River
Valley in March 2011, and that in the following months suffered from grave health and diet conditions.*

In this case, the measures granted by the Commission contributed to the protection of the displaced
communities, given that they:

- Visibilised the protection needs of all the community members in their totality;

- Mobilized State institutions to adopt specific measures, agreed upon with the communities,
aimed at their protection and the investigation of the incidents;

- Reminded the State of its obligations with respect to human rights and International

Humanitarian Law standards.

For these and other reasons, we believe it necessary to guarantee and strengthen access to
Precautionary Measures of a collective nature.

We would also like to call attention to the need to consider differential and alternative measures,
adjusted to the protection needs of the beneficiaries without imposing upon them measures that make
them uncomfortable, increase their risk or contribute to the persistence of human rights violations
against them. We hope that the Member States can work with the Commission to analyse the
procedures that Member States use to agree upon and implement measures, in order to assure the
participation of the beneficiaries in the decisions made about the measures and how they are

implemented.

Finally, we stress the importance of measures of investigation and elucidation of the violations that led
to the need for Precautionary Measures, given the necessity of investigations and sanctions for

guaranteeing non repetition of violations of human rights.

Many thanks.

community practices of self-governance, and of active participation in the community life particular to the Community which is
referenced so often in Jiguamiandd as well as Curbarad.”)

* “Interview with Carlos Morales, UVOC: On land, agrarian conflict and human rights in the Verapaz region”, PBl Guatemala,
Newsletter N2 25, 2011.




[image: image3.wmf]PERMANENT COUNCIL


� EMBED Word.Picture.8  ���





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CP29951E02�








�.	OAS Permanent Council documents about this reflection process may be consulted by visiting the following link: � HYPERLINK "http://www.oas.org/consejo/Reflexion.asp" ��http://www.oas.org/consejo/Reflexion.asp�


�.	T� HYPERLINK "ranslation" ��ranslation� provided by the authors
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