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DRAFT RESOLUTION
SUPPORT FOR THE COMMITTEE FOR THE ELIMINATION OF ALL FORMS OF
DISCRIMINATION AGAINST PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES AND
ITS TECHNICAL SECRETARIAT

(Approved at the first plenary session, held on June 4, 2014)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

RECALLING:

The Inter-American Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities (CIADDIS), adopted in Guatemala on June 7, 1999, which entered into force on September 14, 2001, and has been signed by 21 member states and ratified, to date, by 18 member states;

Resolutions AG/RES. 2596 (XL-O/10), “Support for the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities,” and AG/RES. 2663 (XLI-O/11), AG/RES. 2731 (XLII-O/12), and AG/RES. 2785 (XLIII-O/13), “Support for the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities and its Technical Secretariat”;
NOTING WITH SATISFACTION the holding of the First High-level Conference on Inclusive Public Policies for Persons with Disabilities, in Port au Prince, Haiti, on December 5 and 6, 2013, organized by the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) with support from the OAS and ECLAC, at which the regulatory frameworks of the inter-American system for protection of the rights of persons with disabilities were presented and the Declaration of Port au Prince on Inclusive Public Policies was adopted, with a view to designing a strategy for developing or enhancing existing mechanisms for the production, collection, and analysis of data on the population with disabilities in the Caribbean and for monitoring advances in inclusive education, employment, health, and accessibility for persons with disabilities;

HAVING SEEN the final report of the Third Special Meeting of this Committee, held in San José, Costa Rica, on November 21 and 22, 2013 (CP/CAJP/INF. 214/14); 


TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the holding of the Fourth Special Meeting of CEDDIS in Panama City, Panama, on May 28 and 29, 2014;

CONSIDERING:

The request made by the Technical Secretariat of the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities (CEDDIS) to the States Parties to the Convention that they submit their second compliance reports on the CIADDIS and the Program of Action for the Decade of the Americas for the Rights and Dignity of Persons with Disabilities (PAD); and

The recommendation made by the Committee in resolution CEDDIS/RES. 3 (IV-O/12), adopted at its fourth regular meeting, to increase the level of the forum for disabilities to that of a specialized inter-American committee or institute, in order to heighten the visibility of the issue, strengthen cooperation initiatives and programs at the hemispheric level, and have a greater impact on the implementation of the inter-American instruments on disabilities; and

RECOGNIZING:

The first regional diagnostic assessment of the exercise of legal capacity by persons with disabilities, adopted by CEDDIS at its third regular meeting through resolution CEDDIS/RES. 1/13 (III-E/13), with a view to drafting an instruction manual on supports and safeguards to guarantee the rights of persons with disabilities; and
The contributions by civil society during the dialogue with the Committee at its third special meeting, as well as the recommendations that were submitted on that occasion and will be considered at the next meeting of CEDDIS, in keeping with Article 23 of the Rules of Procedure thereof,

RESOLVES:

1. To congratulate CARICOM on its commitment to reinforce measures aimed at achieving full inclusion of persons with disabilities in the Caribbean, in view of the adoption of the Declaration of Port au Prince, and to invite the member states of said entity to join in the process of monitoring progress in the construction of inclusive societies at the hemispheric level, through the presentation of their national reports on implementation of the CIADDIS and/or the PAD.

2. To encourage those member states of the Organization of American States that are not parties to said convention to accede to and ratify it, in order to strengthen regional efforts toward the elimination of all forms of discrimination against persons with disabilities and encourage their full integration in all areas of society.

3. To request the Permanent Council to take note of the recommendation made by the Committee in its resolution CEDDIS/RES. 3 (IV-O/12) to assess the viability of increasing the level of the forum for the consideration of disabilities in our region to a body similar to an inter-American committee or institute, bearing in mind the juridical, financial, and structural implications.

4. To congratulate CEDDIS on its rapporteur’s findings in the first diagnostic assessment on the exercise of legal capacity by persons with disabilities, and to request the Secretary General to disseminate this document as widely as possible.

5. To reaffirm the importance of voluntary contributions to the Specific Fund for the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities [CP/RES. 947 (1683/09)], created to supplement financing for the activities of CEDDIS and its Technical Secretariat.

6. To invite member states and permanent observers, as well as individuals and institutions, both public and private, national and international, to make contributions to the Fund, and to request the Secretary General to take steps to raise new resources for the Fund.
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To thank the Governments of Chile, Colombia, and Peru for their recent financial contributions to the CEDDIS fund for voluntary contributions in 2013, and to acknowledge the contribution of the Government of Panama that enabled the definition of new parameters and the adoption of a new working method for following up on and monitoring progress in implementing the CIADDIS and the PAD.

8. To reiterate to the General Secretariat the request that it take steps to bring about progressive advancement toward accessibility for persons with disabilities to the facilities of the OAS, as well as to its information dissemination tools, including, inter alia, its documents, communications, and website, in accordance with the principle of nondiscrimination enshrined in the CIADDIS.

9. To reiterate to the General Secretariat that the greatest possible efforts must be made to mainstream a perspective of inclusion of persons with disabilities, from a rights standpoint, in all actions and decisions of the Organization, and to disseminate the objectives of CEDDIS as widely as possible, and, in this connection, to acknowledge the cooperative relations established with the IACHR for dissemination of the Committee’s recommendations on the exercise of legal capacity by persons with disabilities.

10. To thank the people and the Governments of the Republics of Costa Rica and Panama for their generous hospitality and for their steadfast and effective support, which contributed, respectively, to the success of the Third and the Fourth Special Meeting of the Committee for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Persons with Disabilities.

11. To thank the member states that have presented their second compliance reports on the CIADDIS in accordance with the established procedures and deadlines and to encourage the States Parties that have not yet presented them to remit them in the course of this year to enable successful completion of the process of monitoring progress in implementing the Convention.

12. To request the Permanent Council to report to the General Assembly at its forty-fifth regular session on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization, and other resources.
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