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DRAFT RESOLUTION

FOLLOW-UP ON IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DECLARATION OF COCHABAMBA ON “FOOD SECURITY WITH SOVEREIGNTY IN THE AMERICAS”
/
(Approved by the General Committee during its third session held on June 4, 2014)

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY,

REAFFIRMING the commitments assumed in the Declaration of Cochabamba on Food Security with Sovereignty in the Americas; 
BEARING IN MIND that food security exists when all people, at all times, have physical and economic access to sufficient, safe, and nutritious food that meets their dietary needs and food preferences for an active and healthy life;  

CONVINCED that humanity can and should live in harmony with nature; 

RECOGNIZING FURTHER that the constitutional legislative principles and jurisprudence of the member states reflect the view of each country on the relationship between human beings and nature; 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT the principles of the 2009 World Summit on Food Security of the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) and, the concept of “Knowing How to Eat In Order to Live Well”, for those countries that recognize it; 

ALSO TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that in the Declaration of Mar del Plata of the Fourth Summit of the Americas (Argentina, 2005), the Heads of State and Government reaffirmed their “commitment to fight poverty, inequality, hunger, and social exclusion in order to raise the standard of living of our peoples and strengthen democratic governance in the Americas”; 

RECOGNIZING that there are major disparities among the countries of the region with respect to nutrition, given that while some have made significant progress toward eliminating hunger and malnutrition there are also those where such problems remain manifestations of the poverty of their populations, affecting the most vulnerable segments; 

AFFIRMING that family farming and small farmers are an important basis for sustainable food production aimed at achieving food and nutrition security, and recognizing the important contribution that family farming can play in eradicating poverty in the attainment of the internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium Development Goals; 

RESOLVES:

1. To reiterate its decision to promote agricultural development with the goal of strengthening food security in the context of national, regional, and international development policies, taking into account the importance of modernization and technological innovation for increasing output and productivity as well as synergies between sustainable agriculture, conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, food security, nutrition, and development policies, among others. 
2. To encourage member states to identify mechanisms and suitable sources of funding for developing or strengthening comprehensive national strategies for food and nutritional security, as each member state deems appropriate in their respective domestic context. 

3. To request that the OAS General Secretariat continue strengthening coordination with the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture (IICA), under the aegis of existing agreements and subject to the resources available, in order to support the design and implementation of multilateral efforts in the area of food and nutritional security in the Americas.  

4. To reiterate its decision to strengthen the capacity of smallholder and women farmers as a strategy to enhance agricultural development and food security by promoting equitable access to land, water, financial resources, and technologies in accordance with national legislation, as well as improving smallholder farmers’ participation in and access to sustainable agriculture value chains and markets.

5. To reaffirm the decision of member states to strengthen and promote public policies to stimulate sustainable farming and access to technologies, as well as measures for the management of risks associated with natural disasters and climate change adaptation. 

6. To request the General Secretariat, in coordination with all organs, agencies, and entities of the OAS, to facilitate the implementation of the strategies for increasing and strengthening participation of civil society and other social actors, including the private sector and academia, as well as of other international organizations, in OAS activities in the area of food and nutrition security. 

7. To request that the General Secretariat to present information on the availability of funding for the implementation of mandates related to the Declaration of Cochabamba and this resolution, given that it is necessary to promote food and nutritional security in the Americas  and  to create  the conditions for achieving the full development of individuals and society. 
8. To urge the Permanent Council and the Inter-American Council for Integral Development to convene, as promptly as possible, a joint special session on the food and nutrition situation in the Americas, with the participation and contributions of specialized agencies.
/ 
9. To reiterate “the need to further examine various concepts such as, inter alia, “food sovereignty” and their relation with food security and the right to food, bearing in mind the need to avoid any negative impact on the enjoyment of the right to food for all people at all times”.

/
/
/
/
10. To request that the General Secretariat to report to the General Assembly at its forty-fifth regular session on the implementation of this resolution. Execution of the activities envisaged in this resolution will be subject to the availability of financial resources in the program-budget of the Organization and other resources. 
FOOTNOTES

1. … The United States is concerned that this concept could be used to justify protectionism and other restrictive import or export policies with negative consequences for food security, sustainability, and income growth that the Declaration of Cochabamba or this resolution seek to promote.  Improved access to local, regional and global markets helps get food to the people that need it most and also helps to smooth price volatility.  Food security depends on appropriate domestic actions that are consistent with international commitments.  The United States is not a party to the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, and joining consensus on this resolution does not recognize any change in the current state of conventional or customary international law regarding rights related to food.  We interpret references in this resolution, whether directly or by reference to the Declaration of Cochabamba, to the right of food, with respect to States Parties to the aforementioned Covenant, in light of its Article 2(1), in which they undertake to take steps with a view to achieving progressively the full realization of economic, social, and cultural rights.  We interpret this resolution's references to member States' obligations regarding the right to food as applicable to the extent they have assumed such obligations.
2. … United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization are better qualified to address the issue of food and nutrition in the Americas.  In view of the lesser capacity and expertise of the Permanent Council and CIDI on this subject, and the urgent need to prioritize budgetary resources of the Organization, the United States and St. Vincent and the Grenadines do not support the special session proposed in this paragraph. 
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…calls for the promotion of a concept, namely food sovereignty, which has technical, legal and political implications without an agreed articulation of its definition and scope. This concept was already discussed within the relevant FAO framework and abandoned for various reasons, chief among them being the inability to achieve agreement on its scope and definition. As such, St. Vincent and the Grenadines is unable to join consensus on this paragraph promotion of a concept, namely food sovereignty, which has technical, legal and political implications without an agreed articulation of its definition and scope.
4. … We welcome the resolution’s attention to food and nutrition security, but disassociate from the specific reference to the concept of “food sovereignty”. Canada understands that there is no clear consensus on the concept of “food sovereignty” and is concerned the concept may be used to promote protectionist interests.
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�.	The United States reserves with regard to all references to "food sovereignty." Food sovereignty is not a well-understood term.  There is no single or widely shared definition of this concept. … 


�.	The United States and St. Vincent and the Grenadines believe that other organizations, such as the Inter-American Institute for Cooperation on Agriculture and the …. 


�.	St. Vincent and the Grenadines continues to support efforts at achieving food and nutrition security at the local, regional, hemispheric and global levels. It is, however, unable to support repeated …


�.	Barbados continues to support efforts at achieving food and nutrition security at the local, regional, hemispheric and global levels.  It is, however unable to support calls for the …


�.	Canada attaches great importance to the efforts by OAS member states to achieve food and nutrition security for all, which remains a significant challenge in the Hemisphere. …


�.	Chile: Until there is an international definition of the concept of “food sovereignty,” Chile believes that the concept cannot be linked to food security or to the right to food.


�.	The Republic of Paraguay does not recognize the scope of the term “food sovereignty” while no agreed international definition exists.






_1462966096.doc
[image: image1.png]YA






GENERAL ASSEMBLY


