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CIDI/RME/RES. 1/15
BUILDING AN INTER-AMERICAN EDUCATION AGENDA:

EDUCATION WITH EQUITY FOR PROSPERITY
(Adopted at the eighth plenary session, held on February 5, 2015, 
and reviewed by the Style Committee)


WE, THE MINISTERS OF EDUCATION OF THE AMERICAS, gathered in Panama City at the Eighth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI), 

MINDFUL:

That everyone is entitled to education without discrimination and that access to quality education at all levels and in all modalities is vital to achieving greater equity, improving standards of living, fostering sustainable development, developing human capital, reducing poverty, strengthening democratic institutions, transmitting civic and social values, creating responsible citizens committed to society, and promoting social inclusion; and 

That we must continue strengthening our national, subregional, and hemispheric efforts to meet the commitments adopted in the Social Charter of the Americas to ensure equal and universal access to quality primary and secondary education and to promote access to education at all levels with an inclusive approach, especially early childhood education, in accordance with domestic law; 

RECALLING that, since the First Summit of the Americas, the Heads of State and Government have recognized that the promotion and encouragement of comprehensive and timely public policies to ensure access to quality education for all, with particular attention to vulnerable groups and those with special educational needs, are essential to achieving sustainable development with social justice; 


BEARING IN MIND the declarations of the sixth and the seventh inter-American meetings of ministers of education within the framework of CIDI, in which priority was ascribed to inter-American cooperation on education in order to implement and follow up on the decisions of the ministers of education, with special emphasis on strengthening horizontal cooperation and technical assistance processes in lines of action that may include promotion and monitoring of policies that foster quality, equity, and inclusion; strengthening of initial preparation, professional development, and the teaching profession; comprehensive early childhood care; education in democratic values and practices; the use of information and communications technologies in the teaching and learning process; financing and resource mobilization based on criteria of equity, quality, and efficiency; and, strengthening of strategies, mechanisms, and entities to promote the participation of youth; 

CONSIDERING:


That inter-American cooperation in education in the context of the Organization of American States and other regional and subregional mechanisms has been fundamental to reinforcing policy and technical dialogue in the Hemisphere, exchanging best practices, mobilizing resources, producing and systematizing knowledge relevant to educational policies, and to contributing to their consolidation at the national, subregional, and regional levels; and 

That forging a regional vision of education will promote interaction among the member states and enrich the store of joint working experiences in the region as a mechanism to reinforce cultural integration of the peoples of the Americas and support countries’ progress toward the development of quality, inclusive, and equitable education at all levels; and 

TAKING INTO ACCOUNT that the member states’ leadership and ownership of a process for forging a regional vision of education is vital to sharing the diversity and wealth of educational practices in the Americas and to strengthening the presence of regional inputs into regional, subregional, and global discussions on education and development, 
RESOLVE:

1. To work jointly and in accordance with domestic law to build an Inter-American Education Agenda to provide member states with a forum for policy dialogue in order to define priority lines of action to guide inter-American cooperation on education over the next five years according to the following existing mandates: 
· Quality, inclusive, and equitable education
· Strengthening of the teaching profession

· Comprehensive early childhood care.
The following three mandates will be considered crosscutting elements:  promotion of the teaching of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics at primary and secondary levels through the use of modern pedagogies; use of information and communication technologies in the teaching and learning process; and promotion of gender mainstreaming and the principles of equity and inclusion in the design of educational policies, strategies, and programs. 

The Inter-American Education Agenda will be based on the principles of collaboration, intersectorality, and interculturality and will promote coordination and integration with the efforts of other international, regional, and subregional organizations, as well as of the academic sector, the private sector, civil society, and other social stakeholders whose participation is vital to the design and strengthening of educational policies, programs, and initiatives in formal and non-formal settings.
2. To entrust the Inter-American Committee on Education (CIE) with building the Inter-American Education Agenda and with presenting the progress and results of its working groups at the next inter-American meeting of ministers of education within the framework of CIDI in 2017. To carry out this work, three working groups are hereby established in accordance with the existing mandates that were prioritized for the development of the Inter-American Education Agenda:

Working Group 1: Quality, Inclusive, and Equitable Education
Working Group 2: Strengthening of the Teaching Profession
Working Group 3: Comprehensive Early Childhood Care.
3. The working groups will be coordinated by the following ministers of education, elected by this inter-American meeting of ministers, who will discharge their functions directly or through representatives: 

Working Group 1:  Ministers of Education of Costa Rica (Chair), Chile (First Vice Chair), and Mexico (Second Vice Chair)
Working Group 2:  Ministers of Education of Bolivia (Chair), Barbados (First Vice Chair), and Guatemala (Second Vice Chair)
Working Group 3:  Ministers of Education of the Dominican Republic (Chair), Nicaragua (Vice Chair), and El Salvador (Second Vice Chair).
4. To instruct the Technical Secretariat of the CIE to continue collaborating with member states on research and the systematization and dissemination of information on cooperative practices in education implemented within and outside the Americas in the areas of competence of the three working groups, including their trends, sources of financing, priority areas, and mechanisms.
5. To instruct the Technical Secretariat of the CIE to strengthen dialogue, coordination, and cooperation with other subregional, regional, and international organizations and mechanisms in order to identify, as part of the process of building the Inter-American Education Agenda, synergies and concrete opportunities to complement efforts on strategies for action to help steer inter-American cooperation on education; and to provide information to the CIE to those ends.
6. To thank the Assistant Secretary General of the Organization of American States for the report presented (document CIDI/RME/INF.3/15), which we will forward to our governments for due analysis.

7. To thank the Government of the Bahamas, through its Ministry of Education, Science and Technology, for its generous offer to host the Ninth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education in 2017.
8. To thank the people and Government of the Republic of Panama for organizing this Eighth Inter-American Meeting of Ministers of Education within the Framework of CIDI and for the warm hospitality extended to us since our arrival. In particular, we express our appreciation for the leadership and efforts of the Ministry of Education of Panama in preparing for this process with a view to revitalizing policy dialogue, cooperation, and inter-American integration in the area of education.
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