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REPORT OF THE CHAIR OF THE COMMITTEE ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (CIDS) ON THE REVIEW AND UPDATE OF THE INTER-AMERICAN PROGRAM FOR
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND ON THE PREPARATIONS FOR THE
THIRD INTER-AMERICAN MEETING OF MINISTERS AND 
HIGH-LEVEL AUTHORITIES ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
“Building a post-2015 sustainable development agenda for the Americas
I. MANDATE AND CONTEXT

Resolution AG/RES. 2816 (XLIV-O/14), “Advancing Hemispheric Initiatives on Integral Development,” adopted by the OAS General Assembly at its forty-fourth regular session, held in Asunción in June 2014, extended the mandate of the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS) until 2015, and requested the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) to convene the Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development (CIDS) on October 22 and 23, 2014, to begin the preparations for holding the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development (in Honduras on October 22 and 23, 2015) and initiate the review and update of the PIDS. In accordance with that mandate from the General Assembly, CIDI, at its thirty-ninth regular meeting, held on June 30, 2014, decided, by resolution CIDI/RES.296 (XXXIX-O/14) corr.1, to convene the fourth regular meeting of CIDS, which was held at the headquarters of the Organization on October 22 and 23, 2014.
At the meeting it was decided to hold two CIDS meetings in order to fulfill the mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 2816 (XLIV-O/14) regarding the PIDS review and update and the preparations for the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development. Accordingly, it was determined that the first meeting would be held at the headquarters of the Organization, while the second would be hosted by a member state in the interests of closer involvement by the member states in the discussions. 

Bearing in mind the importance of the task and of the PIDS as a hemispheric programmatic instrument in this area, and pursuant both to the mandate of the General Assembly and to the CIDS Rules of Procedure, it was decided that the two meetings of the Committee should be held by convening a meeting of CIDS solely for the purpose of the review and update of the PIDS that would be held at two venues, which would also provide an opportunity for other countries to host the Committee and, thereby, be more actively involved in the process.


It was agreed that the two meetings would allow CIDS, as a committee, to reach consensus on the strategic areas of action and content of the new PIDS that the ministers would adopt in Honduras. 

Further to those decisions, CIDI decided, by resolution CIDI/RES. 302 (XLVI-O/15), to call the first special meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development, which was held at the headquarters of the OAS on June 29 and 30, 2015, to continue the preparations for, and organization of, the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-level Authorities on Sustainable Development, as well as the process of reviewing and updating the PIDS. At that meeting, after it was agreed that Costa Rica would be the second venue for the meeting, it was decided to leave the first special meeting of the CIDS open so that the Committee might continue its work at said venue.  
In consideration of the foregoing and in light of the request presented by the Government of Honduras on August 13, 2015, to bring forward the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development, so that it might be held in Tela, Honduras, on October 19 and 20, 2015, CIDI, by resolution CIDI/RES. 303 (XL-O/15), decided to change the date and place of the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development. 

II. DECISIONS

A. Fourth Regular Meeting of CIDS

A.1
Officers
At the fourth regular meeting of CIDS, in accordance with Article 4 of the CIDS Rules of Procedure, the following officers were reelected by acclamation:

· Chair: 

Honduras (Dr. Francis Contreras, Executive Secretary of the National Council for Sustainable Development and Vice Minister of Health)
· First Vice Chair:

Barbados (Ms. Nicole Parris, First Secretary, Alternate Representative of Barbados to the OAS)

· Second Vice Chair

Argentina (Dr. Omar Vicente Judis, Secretary for Environment and Sustainable Development)

A.2
Style Committee
In addition, bearing in mind the work in store for CIDS and that the only document that the Committee would be reviewing was the text of the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS), the delegations decided that the Style Committee should meet at the Organization's headquarters to review the style and consistency of the texts before CIDS referred them to the ministers for consideration and adoption, and that the style committee would comprise the following delegations:

· United States for English

· Canada for French

· Brazil for Portuguese 

· Honduras for Spanish


It was also decided that the meetings of the Style Committee would be open to all interested delegations.

A.3
Preparations for the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development 

Decisions were also made regarding the preparatory activities for the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development, which activities were divided into three categories:
1. CIDS preparatory meetings 

2. Meetings to receive inputs from civil society organizations and social actors

3. Parallel activities meeting to make diverse segments of the population aware of the importance of the PIDS and the ministerial meeting. 

It was decided that the process would be carried out according to a timetable adopted at the meeting and distributed as document CIDI/CIDS/INF.11/14 (CIDI04503). It was also decided that the purpose of the preparatory meetings would be to review and update the PIDS. 
It was also agreed that there would be flexibility where dates were concerned, in view of the other processes under way on the subject—including the Seventh Summit of the Americas—and the need to take advantage of synergies. Also at the meeting the results were announced of the competition to choose the official logo of the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development, to be held in Honduras in 2015.  It was indicated that Henry Romero’s conch design would be used to identify the building of the post-2015 agenda for sustainable development and the meeting of ministers. 

A.4
Review and Update of the PIDS
The following decisions were likewise adopted at the meeting:

1.
The presentation by the Secretariat of a revised version of the Report on the Implementation of the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS) 2010 – 2014 (document CIDI/CIDS/doc.2/14), so that its structure would match the strategic areas of action contained in the PIDS currently in effect. The Secretariat may include a separate information document on other projects carried out under other mandates. 

2.
The Secretariat will present the template for member states to submit comments on the strategic areas of the new PIDS and the proposal put forward by the Chair in that regard.

3.
Using the template provided, member states will submit their written comments to the Secretariat by December 15, 2015.

4. Based on those comments and the criteria established by different mandates, the Secretariat would prepare a revised and updated draft PIDS.

The fourth regular meeting of CIDS saw an important dialogue and exchange of experience among the officers of the Committee and experts on the implementation of the program and the post-2015 vision for it.

B. First Special Meeting of CIDS

B.1
Activities of CIDS at OAS Headquarters on June 29 and 30, 2015
Procedural and substantive decisions were adopted at the meeting concerning the preparations for the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development and on the PIDS review and update. 

B.1.1
Preparations for the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development

During the session held at OAS headquarters of the first special meeting of CIDS, the draft agenda, draft schedule, and draft list of invited guests and observers to the ministerial meeting were submitted for consultation with a view to receiving input.

	July 15, 2015
	Comments on the preliminary draft agenda, preliminary draft schedule, and preliminary draft list of observers and special guests to the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development (documents CIDI/CIDS-IE/doc.4/15, 5/15, and 6/15, respectively).


The foregoing takes into account the fact that although, according to the rules of procedure, CIDI adopts the preliminary draft agenda and the preliminary draft list of observers and special guests, it is the function of CIDS:

“e) 
To support the preparation and follow-up of specialized or sectoral meetings at the ministerial level or its equivalent in the area of sustainable development and environment, including those convened to follow up on Summits of the Americas.”
B.1.2.
Review and Update of the PIDS

Having received written replies from 12 member states (Argentina, Barbados, Bolivia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, Honduras, St. Kitts and Nevis, United States, Trinidad and Tobago, Uruguay, and Venezuela) setting out their comments and priorities, on May 20, 2015, the Secretariat distributed the draft Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development to all the member states, with a view to initiating its consideration at the first special meeting of CIDS.  


At the first special meeting agreements were reached on the working procedure and the order of the negotiations in the consideration of the draft PIDS, as reflected in document CIDI/CIDS-IE/doc.7/1, as well as on the following and activities, which were included in document CIDI/CIDS-IE/doc.8/15:

	Late August or early September (date to be determined in accordance with the meetings calendar of the OAS and the United Nations, or other international gatherings on the subject) 
	Continuation of the first special meeting of CIDS in Costa Rica.

(The invitations will be sent through the permanent missions at least four weeks before the event)

	July 15, 2015
	Report on the outcome of consultations on the pending paragraph concerning climate change (Paragraph 3 of Section 3 “Defining the Strategic Framework,” CIDI/CIDS-IE/doc.1/15 rev. 1) 

	July 30, 2015
	Written comments on all the pending parts of document CIDI/CIDS-IE/doc.1/15 rev. 1


The latter deadline was extended until August 10, given that the agreement had been to allow 30 days following the document's distribution, which occurred on July 2, 2015. 

The following agreements were reached regarding substantive aspects of the review and update of the PIDS:  
1. The first two paragraphs of the section on definition of the strategic framework: one setting out the objective of the draft PIDS and the other considering the work underway on the post-2015 agenda.

2. Agreement was also reached on three strategic areas of action in the draft PIDS, with three other strategic areas pending consultations: one on disaster risk management, depending on how the subject of climate change is treated—that is, as either a principal or a crosscutting theme; and those connected with energy and good governance, each with two proposed or alternate texts. 

3. A paragraph in the same section concerning the treatment of climate change and a footnote on the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change proposed by Brazil were also left pending consultation. 

All the decisions from the CIDS meeting in Washington were included in document CIDI/CIDS-IE/doc.1/15 rev. 1 of July 1, 2015.


B.1.3
Follow-up to the Activities at Headquarters on June 29 and 30, 2015
Following the CIDS meeting at OAS headquarters, further comments, queries, and questions were received on the text of the draft PIDS, which may be sorted into three categories: (1) General comments, (2) queries or requests for clarification, and (3) proposed new text or amendments to existing text.  This input came from the following 10 countries: Argentina, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Honduras, United States, Mexico, and Dominican Republic.
At the request of the Chair, the Secretariat prepared and distributed a document containing the responses to queries or requests for clarification received, in order to dispel any doubts prior to the CIDS meeting in Costa Rica. Those answers and clarifications were included in document CIDI/CIDS-IE/doc.10/15. 
Also at the request of the Chair, the Secretariat incorporated all the proposed new text or amendments to existing text in the draft PIDS and distributed it as document CIDI/CIDS.IE/doc.9/15. 

With respect to the preparations for the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development, as no comments were received on the list of observers and special guests (document CIDI/doc.161/15 rev. 1), it was submitted to CIDI for consideration, which adopted it at its fiftieth regular meeting, held on August 13, 2015.  Furthermore, in response to the Chair's proposal to bring forward the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development, by resolution CIDI/RES. 303 (XL-O/15), CIDI changed the dates for the ministerial meeting to October 19 and 20, 2015, and the venue to the city of Tela.
B.2
Activities of CIDS in Costa Rica from August 26 to 28, 2015
The Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development met over three days in San Jose, Costa Rica, under the auspices of that country's Ministry of Environment and Energy and the Government of Honduras, the Committee Chair. 

As it was the continuation of the first special meeting initiated at OAS headquarters in Washington, D.C., the meeting kept to the agenda contained in document CIDI/CIDS-IE/doc.2/15 and continued the work for which it was convened: preparations for the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development and review and update of the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS). The schedule adopted for that purpose was distributed as document CIDI/CIDS-IE/doc.3/15.  

B.2.1
Preparations for the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development
The Committee Chair addressed the subject of the preparations for the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development. In first place, he referred to the change of date and venue, to October 19 and 20, 2015, and the city of Tela, as proposed by the Chair and agreed to by CIDI ( resolution CIDI/RES. 303 (L-O/15). In that regard, the Chair stressed the importance that all the countries be represented at the meeting. CIDS was also informed of the adoption by CIDI of the list of observers and special guests invited to the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development, after no observations or comments had been submitted in that regard by the committee members (document CIDI/Doc.160/15).  As regards the meeting agenda and schedule, the Chair announced that after those documents were submitted to the Committee different states had presented a number of observations and comments; some highlighted priorities for the agenda; others put forward the names of ministers and high-level authorities to participate as panelists; still others voiced concerns regarding the length of sessions; and a majority suggested waiting for the strategic areas of action of the PIDS to be defined before finalizing those documents. Bearing in mind the observations received on the agenda and schedule, and considering that, according to the rules, CIDI adopts those documents, it was decided to wait until the meeting concluded before incorporating the comments received and finalizing those documents preparatory to referring them to CIDI. The Chair also noted that once the preliminary draft agenda had been presented to CIDI, the delegations would have 30 calendar days to submit any comments or observations. 

B.2.2
 Review and Update of the PIDS
At the Costa Rica session of the first special meeting of CIDS, it was decided to continue consideration of the PIDS based on the document that included all the proposed new text and amendments to existing text of the draft PIDS, distributed as document CIDI/CIDS.IE/doc.9/15, in accordance with the working procedure and order of negotiation that had been agreed to. 

By the end of the meeting, in the section “Defining the Strategic Framework” titles had been agreed upon for five of the six strategic areas of action that the PIDS would contain:

1. Disaster Risk Management (Agreed on –08/26/2015) 
2. Sustainable Management of Ecosystems (Agreed on – 06/30/2015)
3. Integrated Water Resources Management (Agreed on – 06/30/2015)
4. Sustainable Cities and Communities (Agreed on – 06/30/2015)
5. Sustainable Energy Management Prioritizing the Promotion of Clean and Renewable Energies and Energy Efficiency (Agreed on – 08/28/2015, ad referendum of Venezuela)
During the meeting there was extensive discussion about the sixth strategic area of action of the draft PIDS proposed as “Good Governance for Inclusive and Sustainable Development.” As had previously been announced in relation to this area as result of the session at OAS headquarters of the first special meeting of CIDS, two options had been left under consultation: the first option (proposed by Argentina) was “Capacity-Building and Institutional Strengthening for Sustainable Development and Environmental Management”; the second option (suggested by the Dominican Republic) was “Management and Strengthening of Governance for Sustainable and Inclusive Development.”

After attempts to reach an accord on the title proved unsuccessful, on the second day of the San Jose meeting an informal working group was set up under the coordination of the delegations of Costa Rica and Argentina, which at the end of its discussions (on August 27, 2015) tabled the following proposal:

“Governance for Inclusive and Sustainable Development.” It was accompanied by the following proposed footnote to be included in the proposed line of action or the section on definitions of the PIDS and remained pending consultation by the delegations following discussions: 
“We understand that the concept of governance is a concept under construction, (PY: on which there is no unanimity There is no unanimous consensus). However, when “governance” is mentioned in this document, it refers to access to information, participation, (COL: institutional strengthening and promotion of cooperation, enforcement of the law, transparency, and impartial and independent resolution systems for (ESV: particular) disputes, according to the laws and policies of each country, in the sovereign exercise of their natural resources.” (BR, VE and BO to consult) (PENDING – 08/28/2015)
In addition, the delegation of Brazil presented the following proposal in this connection in English:
Alternate proposal presented by the delegation of Brazil – 08/27/2015: “Effective, accountable and inclusive institutions for sustainable development” (Proposal originally presented in English; the term “accountable” was translated into Spanish at the meeting as “responsables/confiables”) (PENDING –08/28/2015)

The delegation of Costa Rica moved that, if no agreement was reached on this proposal, the matter be left on the agenda of the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-Level Authorities on Sustainable Development for the ministers to adopt the appropriate decision. The motion was supported by more than one delegation. 

Agreement was reached on six paragraphs of the introductory part of the section “Defining the Strategic Framework.” 

There was also agreement on six paragraphs of the basis for action of the strategic area “Disaster Risk Management.” As regards the area “Sustainable Management of Ecosystems,” in the basis for action the first paragraph was agreed to, while in the second, subparagraph (b) was left pending. As to the basis for action for the strategic area “Integrated Water Resources Management,” four paragraphs were agreed upon; the fourth paragraph was left pending with three alternative texts put forward.

In the basis for action for the strategic area “Sustainable Cities and Communities” one paragraph was left pending while consultations were pursued, with a new proposal submitted by Colombia.

The basis for action for the strategic areas relating to energy and governance were not considered. 

The Chair proposed striking the explanatory note which, as its name suggests, was submitted by the Secretariat for explanatory purposes upon its presentation of the PIDS; however, it is not part of the document, but an informative insert intended to provide context. The proposal met with agreement. 

The Chair also proposed a road map setting out carefully considered next steps that took into account budget-related matters, procedure, and the outcomes of the three days of intense efforts as the substantive part of what the Ministers would approve at Tela. The intention of the Chair in proposing the road map was to successfully finalize the preparations for the ministerial meeting and move forward with the review and update of the PIDS. 

After extensive discussions decisions were reached on the following and distributed by the Secretariat with the classification: 
NEXT STEPS TO CONTINUE PREPARING THE THIRD INTER-AMERICAN MEETING OF MINISTERS AND HIGH-LEVEL AUTHORITIES OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
(Proposed by the Chair and agreed upon by CIDS)

1. A report of the Chair of CIDS will be presented to member states on the work of the Committee to carry out the mandate to review and update the PIDS ahead of the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-level Authorities of Sustainable Development, to be held in Tela, Honduras, in October 2015. (Date: End of the week of September 7)
2. At an informal meeting of CIDS, to be held in Washington, D.C., consideration will continue of the topics that were left pending in the negotiation on the PIDS Strategic Framework – (Introduction and Basis for Action). The meeting will also consider a document that will reflect the agreements reached by CIDS on the construction of the next PIDS with a view to their referral to the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-level Authorities of Sustainable Development. (Date: Week of September 14. The duration and dates will also be determined during this same week.)
3. The type of document will be determined at the informal meeting of CIDS in Washington, D.C. based on the draft document prepared by the Chair, which the latter will distribute by September 7, 2015, and will include the following matters that will be referred to the ministers for approval:

a. Approval of the agreed-upon Strategic Framework

b. Extension of the PIDS until December 31, 2016

c. Instructions to hold a regular CIDS meeting in 2016 to consider the pending parts of the draft PIDS, to wit:

i. Section 4 (Implementation of the Program)

ii. Section 5 (Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting)

iii. Section 6 (Financing the Implementation of the Program)

iv. Background

v. Mandate and Context 

vi. Strategic Actions 

vii. Duration of the PIDS
4. The document will be presented to CIDI for consideration by October 13, 2015, so that CIDI can examine the documents prior to the ministerial.

C
Informal Meeting of CIDS at OAS Headquarters on September 17, 2015


Based on the aforementioned agreements reflected in the document on next steps to be taken, CIDI/CIDS-IE/doc.12/15, the CIDS met informally at OAS headquarters on September 17, 2015, to examine matters pending with respect to its mandate to review and update the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS) and preparations for the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-level Authorities on Sustainable Development.

Given that it was an informal meeting, the Chair stressed that the agenda had been set by the agreements reached in the document on next steps to be taken, CIDI/CIDS-IE/doc.12/15, to address only issues still pending in the negotiation of the PIDS in the Strategic Framework (Introduction and Bases for Action) and the document forwarding it to the Ministers, the draft of which was presented by the Chair as an informal document based on agreements reached that included the following:

a) Adopted of the Strategic Framework agreed upon;
b) Extension of the PIDS through to December 31, 2016;
c) Instructions to hold a regular meeting of the CIDS in 2016 to consider the remaining  parts of the PIDS proposal, namely:
i. Section 4 ( Implementation of the program)
ii. Section 5 (Monitoring, evaluation, and reports)
iii. Section 6 (Financing for the implementation of the program)
iv. Background
v. Mandate and context 
vi. Strategic actions and 
vii. duration of the PIDS

At the start of the meeting, the delegation of Ecuador said that it had reservations regarding the agreements reached at the meeting held in San José, Costa Rica and any informal agreement reached at the meeting regarding the Draft PIDS, but not to the informal agreements reached at this meeting regarding the draft Declaration of Tela. 


During the meeting, informal agreement was reached in respect of the following:

· Draft Declaration of Tela for the Sustainable Development of the Americas (presented by the delegation of Honduras (CIDI/Doc. 165/15)

· Draft Strategic Framework for the Inter-American Program for Sustainable Development (PIDS) (including the agreements reached at the First Special Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Sustainable Development, held at OAS headquarters in Washington, D.C. and in San José, Costa Rica in June and August, 2015, respectively) (CIDI/Doc. 166/15)

· The presentation to CIDI of a draft agenda for the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-level Authorities on Sustainable Development, taking into account the comments received following consultations and the Agreements of the CIDS. 

During informal consideration of the Draft Declaration of Tela, there was ample debate regarding the agreement referred to in document CIDI/CIDS-IE/doc.12/15 to include instructions to hold a regular meeting of the CIDS in 2016 to consider the remaining parts of the PIDS proposal due to the Organization's budgetary constraints.  Bearing in mind that, given its sectoral and specialized nature, the CIDS is the competent body in this case, and given the constraints mentioned, the delegations present informally agreed to use more flexible language that would make it possible both to address the budgetary challenges and still achieve results. 

At the same time, it is worth noting that an informal agreement was reached not to include in the draft Strategic Framework for Sustainable Development (PIDS) the bases for action of the strategic areas as originally stipulated in document CIDI/CIDS-IE/doc.12/15. Those "bases" in the draft PIDS CIDI/CIDS-IE/doc.1/15 Rev. 2 thus remained to be considered along with the other tasks related to the review and updating of the Program. Likewise, the determination as to which strategic areas would be considered cross-cutting, core axes remained pending within the draft PIDS CIDI/CIDS-IE/doc.1/15 Rev. 2 for discussion together with the other tasks related to the review and updating of the Program.
III. STATES TAKING PART IN THE PROCESS


In the meetings of the CIDS (both regular and special) to fulfill the mandates of preparing for the Third Inter-American Meeting of Ministers and High-level Authorities of Sustainable Development and of reviewing and updating the PIDS there was broad participation by the member states, either through their representatives or the Committee officers. 


Details of that participation may be consulted in the following documents: 

· List of Participants in the Fourth Regular Meeting of CIDS CIDI/CIDS/doc.5/14: http://scm.oas.org/IDMS/Redirectpage.aspx?class=XIII.2.4%20CIDI/CIDS/doc.&classNum=5&lang=t
· List of Participants in the First Special Meeting of CIDS CIDI/CIDS/doc.0/15 (at OAS headquarters and in Costa Rica): http://www.oas.org/en/sedi/dsd/ELPG/Resources/CIDS_Documents.asp
IV. PARTICIPATION BY CIVIL SOCIETY AND SOCIAL ACTORS

An opportunity was provided at the fourth regular meeting of CIDS to consider civil society viewpoints on the work of CIDS, taking into account the messages that came out of the dialogue “Building a post-2015 sustainable development agenda for the Americas,” which was moderated by Glenda Umaña of CNN and attended by representatives of civil society organizations, academia, and other key actors, some of whom took part via the Internet and social media. It underscored the great culture of participation that exists at the OAS as well as the existence of instruments such as the Inter-American Strategy for the Promotion of Public Participation in Decision-Making for Sustainable Development.  Ms. Alejandra Goyenechea of the organization Defenders of Wildlife, shared the opinions of civil society with the Committee, which included, inter alia, demands that attention be given to prevention of environmental problems, transparency in processes, in environmental impact, education, political will, green taxes, indigenous populations and their inclusion in dialogue, and isolation of populations in the region. Ms. Goyenechea concluded her presentation, saying that two aspects needed to be focused on: striking a balance between what needed to be done and what could be done, and boosting prevention and awareness in the region. The opinions of civil society were subsequently distributed to the delegations as document CIDI/CIDS/INF.16/14.

In addition, the virtual forum "Moving toward Sustainable Development in the Americas" was held from June 8 to 19, 2015, as scheduled. The Forum was held simultaneously in Spanish and English via the Summits Virtual Community and was open to the participation of representatives of civil society organizations and other social actors throughout the region. The objectives and results of the forum were set out in document CVC/FV-12/15 of August 3, 2015. 

The CIDS Chair and the Secretariat are organizing a civil society hemispheric roundtable for the day prior to the ministerial meeting, as well as a meeting of Youth United for Sustainable Development, which will take place in the week leading up to the ministerial. 

V. DOCUMENTS CLASSIFIED AND DISTRIBUTED

The classified documents on the work on the review and update of the PIDS are available at: http://www.oas.org/en/sedi/dsd/ELPG/Resources/CIDS_Documents.asp. 

� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �cidi04734s01�





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �cidi04734s01�





� FILENAME  \* MERGEFORMAT �CIDRP01263E04�








PAGE  

