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ANALYSIS OF THE REQUEST BY International Social Service – United States of America Branch, Inc. (ISS-USA) TO BE REGISTERED WITH THE OAS

This document was prepared by the Department of International Affairs, Secretariat for External Relations to provide information to the Member States of the Organization of American States (OAS) on the civil society organization (CSO) International Social Service – United States of America Branch, Inc. (ISS-USA).


The information contained in this report is in response to resolution CP/RES. 759 (1217/99) “Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities.”  This document includes a summary and list of documentation presented by International Social Service (ISS) in accordance with the aforementioned Guidelines. 
1. Background

The International Social Service – United States of America Branch, Inc. (ISS-USA), is a non-profit organization founded in 1926 in New York City and is currently headquartered in Baltimore, MD. ISS-USA‘s mission is to mobilize a local and international network of legal and social work professionals to efficiently connect vulnerable children, adults and families separated by international borders and support their needs. 
ISS-USA helps people and children overcome social difficulties due to their forced or voluntary migration both in the U.S and abroad in partnership with social service organizations who are members of International Social Service. ISS-USA also studies the conditions and possible consequences of migration, specifically of children and their families. 
ISS-USA contributes to the prevention of social problems linked to migration by providing information to professionals and the public on the needs of migrants and their families, and has developed and maintained an international network of organizations that work to provide assistance to migrants and their families.

ISS-USA’s children services include: providing assistance to American and immigrant children who have family members overseas, children who have been abducted by a parent to a foreign country or children who have been abducted to the United States. 

ISS-USA’s adult services include providing support to vulnerable adults in need of care and protection and support to adoptees looking for their biological families among others. 
ISS-USA also provides training to social workers on areas such as document tracing and child welfare checks in foreign countries and legal and judicial training
In 2013 alone, ISS-USA helped more than 2,700 individuals in 87 countries, provided case management services to more than 1,500 people and trained more than 500 individuals on best practices in international child protection issues.
The activities of ISS-USA are funded through a contract with the Office of Refugee Resettlement of the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, contracts with the states of New Jersey and Arizona, a grant from the Jessie Ball DuPont Fund, fees for services rendered, as well as by private donations and other foundation grants. 
The International Social Service (ISS-USA) submitted its application to the OAS on May 2, 2014.
2. Name, address, and date of establishment of the CSO

Name of the Organization:
International Social Service (ISS-USA)
Address:


200 E. Lexington Street, Suite 1700 
Baltimore, Maryland, United States
Telephone:


+1 (443) 451 1200
Fax:



+1 (443) 451 1220

E-mail address:


iss-usa@iss-usa.org
Website:


http://www.iss-usa.org/
Executive Director:
Julie Gilbert Rosicky
Date of constitution:

1926
3. Primary areas of activity and contributions that could be of interest to the OAS
International Social Service’s   primary areas of activity that could be of interest to the OAS include:
· Assist to overcome societal difficulties to people that have been forced to, or that voluntarily migrated to other countries;
· Study the conditions and consequences of migration in relation to individual and family life to provide recommendations;
· Contribute to the prevention of social problems linked to migration by informing people and professionals of the needs of migrant individuals and families;
· Develop and maintain an international network of bodies to meet the needs of individuals and families who require the services of ISS-USA.
· Conduct research, submit papers, provide technical assistance and participate at events in the areas of International Adoption, the rise of unaccompanied Alien Children migrating from the Americas into the USA, difficulties arising from family separation as a result of migration; and maintaining the best interest of the child in situations involving two or more Member States of the OAS.

4. Identification of OAS work areas

ISS-USA offers to collaborate with the OAS in the following areas:
· Support and assist the work of the Rapporteur on the Rights of Migrants of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR), in promoting and protecting the human rights of migrants;
· Assist in the fulfillment of the projects of the OAS Migration and Development Program (MIDE) by sending reports on the most prominent cases regarding child migration in the Americas;
· Assisting and promoting the work of the OAS, the IACHR and IIN through the ISS-USA network and its strategic partners; and

· Providing OAS member states with civil society recommendations regarding the Organization's activities, such as the General Assembly, Permanent Council meetings and the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights periods of sessions.

5. Documents submitted by the CSO to the OAS

· Letter to the OAS Secretary General, dated May 2, 2014
· Mission statement
· Certificate of Incorporation 
· Statutes
· Annual Report 2013
· Financial Statements 2013 
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