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TRANS-PACIFIC SYMPOSIUM

ON

DISMANTLING TRANSNATIONAL ILLICIT NETWORKS

Marriott Waikiki Conference Centre
Honolulu, Hawaii

November 9-12, 2009

Mon, Nov 9:
Registration and Welcome Reception
 

Tues, Nov 10:
Setting the Scene

Day One will focus on defining the issues on which the symposium will focus and their current context. This will provide participants with a framework in which to consider the threat of transnational illicit networks and the tools available to combat them.

08:00-08:30

Registration and Coffee Service



08:30-10:00

Opening Plenary: Key Note Speeches

· Ms. Florence Nakakuni, United States Attorney, District of Hawaii 

· Ambassador David T. Johnson, Assistant Secretary of State, International Law Enforcement and Narcotics Bureau (TBC)

· Mr. David Heyman, Assistant Secretary, DHS Office of Policy 

· Mr. Ronald K. Noble, Secretary General, INTERPOL

· Mr. Alfredo Gutierrez Ortiz Mena, Commissioner, Mexican Revenue Service (TBC)

· Mr. Soh Kee Hean, Director, Corrupt Practices Investigative Bureau, APEC ACT Task Force Chair, Singapore

10:00-10:30

Coffee Break
10:30-12:15

Session 1:  Threat Convergence and Current Trends 
As noted at the 2009 L’Aquila G8 Summit, and other international forums,  today’s world is confronted by myriad security challenges, such as terrorism, trafficking in persons, migrant smuggling, drug and fire arms trafficking, cash smuggling, money laundering and corruption. These issues constitute a serious threat to domestic and international security. Also concerning is the inter-regional and interconnected way in which these threats are developing. This panel will explore the way these trends are evolving and their impact on international security and law enforcement operations. 


· Moderator – Mr. David M. Luna, U.S. Department of State

· Speaker 1 – Ms. Louise Shelley, Center for Terrorism, Transnational Crime and Corruption Center, George Mason University

· Speaker 2 – Mr.  Rob McCusker, Transnational Crime Adviser to the Australian Institute of Criminology, Director of Centre for Fraud and Financial Crime, Reader in Fraud and Financial Crime, Centre for Fraud and Financial Crime, University of Teesside

· Speaker 3 – Mr. Pierre LaPaque,  Chief Law Enforcement,     
Organized Crime and Anti Money Laundering Unit, UNODC

· Speaker 4 -Mr. William F. Wechsler, Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for Counternarcotics and Global Threats, U.S. Department of Defense 
12:30-13:45

Lunch

14:00-15:45 

Session 2:  Current Initiatives to Combat Transnational 
  


Illicit Networks and Organized Crime

Although illicit networks are becoming even broader and more complex in scope, a number of ongoing efforts are already dedicated to combating international organized crime networks. Essential to formulating a comprehensive, efficient and effective strategy to address transnational illicit networks is the understanding of what resources, partnerships and infrastructure already exist.  The G8, APEC, the Financial Action Task Force, and others are taking steps to address international organized crime. Through a broad geographic perspective, this panel will discuss what is currently being done and how these initiatives can be leveraged to better address evolving threats and emerging trends. 

· Moderator – Mr. Bruce Ohr, Chief, Organized Crime and Racketeering Section, U.S. Department of Justice

· Speaker 1 – Ms. Janice Ayala, Assistant Director, ICE Office of Investigations 

· Speaker 2 – Mr. Geronimo Gutierrez Fernandez, Undersecretary, Secretary of Government, Mexico (TBC)

· Speaker 3 – Ms. Gerry Morris, Australian Federal Police

· Speaker 4 – Mr. Herb Brown, Deputy Assistant Director, Criminal Investigations, FBI
15:45-16:00

Coffee Break
16:00-18:00 
Session 3:  Securing the Border in a Globalized World

Economic interdependence, open borders, and the speedy movement of information, capital, goods, services and people are a touchstone of our world today. While essential to the development of our economy and the movement of people, these characteristics also present considerable challenges to maintaining secure borders. Examining the different modalities of border security (maritime, land and air) and the challenges they present, this panel will discuss regional perspectives, cascading effects and the international cooperation involved in securing borders in a globalized world.


· Moderator – Canada Border Services Agency (David Henry, TBC)

· Speaker 1 –  U.S. Customs and Border Protection

· Speaker 2 – Ms. Virginia Lynch, Australian Customs and Border Protection Service (TBC)

· Speaker 3 – Mr. Gonzalo Gallegos, Executive Secretary, Inter-American Committee Against Terrorism (CICTE), Organization of American States
19:30-22:00

Welcome Dinner (TBC, Hosted by Australia/New Zealand)
Wed, Nov 11:
Investigative Priorities


Day Two will give participants an opportunity to explore discrete issue areas that pose considerable threats to international security and have the greatest transnational components. 

08:15-08:30

Coffee Service

08:30- 09:10

Day Two Plenary 

· Mr. Jason Weinstein, Deputy Assistant Attorney General, Criminal Division 

· Rear Admiral Steven Ratti, Director, Joint Interagency Task Force West (JIATF-West)




CONCURRENT BREAKOUT SESSIONS 

The breakout sessions are designed to discuss operational and investigative successes in a number of areas that are increasingly impacted by transnational organized crime. The purpose of these sessions is to facilitate dialogue amongst all participants. Speakers will briefly discuss their area of expertise, allowing for extended dialogue. 

09:15-11:00
Session 4A:  International Narcotics Trafficking


(Kaimuki Room)

Combating narcotics trafficking has long been a major law enforcement priority. Recent trends have demonstrated that the drug trade is increasingly transnational and employing new and more comprehensive routes. Recent cases in this arena, such as Operation Tien Can, have demonstrated tactics that can be used to successfully investigate and prosecute these networks. This panel will look at case studies throughout the region to better establish best practices to combat transnational narcotics trafficking. 

· Moderator – Mr. John Arvanitis, Chief of Financial Operations. U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration 

· Speaker 1a – Mr. Robert Fuentes, Deputy Attaché, ICE Ottawa

· Speaker 1b- Special Agent Randall Hilding, ICE Houston

· Speaker 2 – TBD, New Zealand Police

· Speaker 3 – Mr. Edwin Roberto Guardia Alvarado, Prosecutor, Public Ministry, Panama
09:15-11:00

Session 4B:  Fighting Human Smuggling and Related Crimes
            (Leahi Ballroom)

Human smuggling and trafficking in persons not only represent a serious affront to human dignity, but also serve as a major profit nexus for organized crime networks. Further, evidence suggests that the routes and infrastructure used to traffic in persons are also being leveraged by terrorist networks. This panel will examine the operational law enforcement characteristics of these crimes and will explore ways to combat interconnected networks using international cooperation, preexisting initiatives and a collaborative approach.

· Moderator – Mr. John Ingham, Director, U.S. Human Smuggling and Trafficking Center (HSTC)

· Speaker 1 – Mr. Mike Dunlop, Head, Argentina Liaison Office, South African Police Service

· Speaker 2– Ms. Channa Guenon, Illegal Migration Intelligence Section, Canadian Border Services Agency (TBC)

· Speaker 3 – Mr. Mike Stevenson, Deputy Attaché, ICE Bogotá 

· Speaker 4 – Mr. Moses Ibsagi, Officer in Charge, Transnational Crimes Unit, Royal Papua New Guinea Constabulary (RPNGC)


11:00-11:15

Coffee Break
11:15-13:30
Session 5A:  Transnational Trends in Illicit Finance: Money Laundering, Terrorist Financing and Bulk Cash Smuggling


(Leahi Ballroom)

Terrorist and other criminal organizations are increasingly funding illicit activities and laundering proceeds of crimes through the physical cross-border transportation of negotiable instruments, particularly cash.  The use of cash smuggling in terrorist financing is of particular concern and evidence indicates that terrorist groups have relied extensively on cash couriers to move the bulk of their money. Bulk cash smuggling and money laundering allow the continued perpetration of many crimes, fosters corruption, damages legitimate businesses and erodes international security interests.  This panel will explore the operational law enforcement components of this crime, using previous investigations—such as Operation Pipeline—as illustrative case studies. 

· Moderator – Australia AFP (TBC)
· Speaker 1 – Ms. Janice Ayala, Assistant Director, ICE Office of Investigations

· Speaker 2 – Dr. Gordon Hook, Executive Secretary, Asia Pacific Group on Money Laundering (APG)

· Speaker 3 – Mr. J.R. McBrien, U.S. Treasury, Office of Foreign Assets Control, Associate Director, Enforcement and Investigations 

· Speaker 4 – Mr. Rick Salomon, Federal Bureau of Investigation

· Speaker 5 – Colonel Juan Carlos Buitrago, Colombian National Police

11:15-13:30

Session 5B:  Arms Trafficking
            (Kaimuki Room)

One of the highest priorities in global security is preventing terrorist groups and hostile nations from illegally obtaining military weapons and sensitive technology, including the components of weapons of mass destruction (WMD).  The illegal export of these weapons and technology is central to the maintenance of transnational criminal networks and combating trafficking in WMD components and materials, sensitive dual-use commodities, and technologies sought by proliferant countries and terrorist groups is essential to maintaining trans-national security. Recognizing the work that has been done in this area, both through collaborative partnerships and specific cases, this panel will discuss the opportunities for enhanced interregional cooperation, explore best practices and look at other operational components necessary to better combat the illicit  proliferation of weapons and sensitive technology.

· Moderator –Ambassador Florencio Fianza, Special Envoy for Transnational Crime, Office of the President, Government of the Philippines 
· Speaker 1 – Mr. Craig Larrabee, Counter-Proliferation Investigations, National Security Investigations Division, ICE Office of Investigations

· Speaker 2- Mr. William Kullman, Esq., Office of the Chief Counsel, U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 
· Speaker 3a – Mr. Benigno Ottoniel Barraza Martinez, Subdirector General, Criminal Investigation, National Civil Police, Guatemala

· Speaker 3b –Ms. Zoila Tatianna Morales Valdizon, Section Chief, Office of the Public Prosecutor, Guatemala

· Speaker 3c – Mr. Guadalupe Sepulveda, Attaché, ICE/Guatemala City

13:30-15:00

Lunch
15:00-16:45
           Session 6A:  Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) Crimes
                                   (Leahi Ballroom)

IPR crimes have wide ranging impacts on international safety and security. In addition to the economic impacts, the presence of counterfeit goods such as pharmaceuticals or other products can lead to consumer injury or illness. Further, trade in counterfeit goods is often a large source of funding for criminal networks involved in other activities that threaten international security and stability. This panel will explore the investigative techniques best used to combat international IPR crimes while considering opportunities for greater trans-regional collaboration and discussing best practices. 

· Moderator – Mr. Timothy Williams, Director, DOJ/INTERPOL Washington 

· Speaker 1 – Ms. Tonya Fox, National IPR Coordination Center

· Speaker 2 – Mr. Ramiro Alejandro Esquivel Morales, Prosecutor, Public Ministry, Government of Panama
· Speaker 3 – Senior Special Agent Samuel Kwok, ICE/Beijing 

· Speaker 4 - Deputy Assistant Secretary of State, Bureau of Economic, Energy and Business Affairs (TBC)

· Speaker 5 – Ms. Andrea Sharrin, Deputy Chief, U.S. Department of Justice, Computer Crime & Intellectual Property Section
15:00-16:45

Session 6B:  Child Exploitation Crimes
                                    (Kaimuki Room)

The exploitation of children represents one of the most troubling and disturbing criminal activities. Beyond the security threats presented by these crimes, the gross violation of human rights inherent in the perpetration of such crimes requires the focus of international law enforcement.  As a result of globalization, the cross-border flow of goods and information further compounds the need for interregional collaboration and the efficient and effective leveraging of existing operational infrastructure to combat the exploitation of children. This panel will discuss cases of successful international investigations in order to establish and share best practices and enhance international law enforcement cooperation to stop child exploitation.

· Moderator – Mr. Jon Eyers, Assistant Director, INTERPOL 

· Speaker 1 – Senior Special Agent Paul Moore, ICE/Bangkok 

· Speaker 2 – Police Colonel Yanapong Somabha, Royal Thai Police, Thailand 

· Speaker 3 -Police Colonel Sophon Sarapat, Royal Thai Police, Thailand


· Speaker 4 – Detective Paul Gillespie (Ret.), President and CEO, Kids Internet Safety Alliance (KINSA) 

17:00-18:00

Breakout Session Reporting

19:00-21:00

Hosted Dinner (U.S. )

Thurs, Nov 12:
The Way Forward
08:15-08:30
Coffee Service

09:15-09:30

Day Three Plenary 

· Mr. Nick Lewis, Counselor, Serious Organized Crime Agency, United Kingdom 

· Captain Ricardo Hurtado, Colombian National Armada, Intelligence

09:30-11:00
Session 7:  Denying Safe Havens: Targeting High-Level Corruption and Illicit Financial Nodes

High-level corruption is a threat to both government and societies. Its impacts are great: it undermines the rule of law, erodes democratic institutions, slows development, and distorts economies. Further, it enables other crimes by creating an environment where criminals, insurgents and terrorists can operate. The impact of corruption is not limited to the countries in which is occurs—transnational networks both facilitate and benefit from the perpetration of these crimes. Taking an inter-regional, operational and collaborative approach, this panel will address how to best uproot the infrastructure that promotes high-level corruption and the nodes that facilitate the transfer of these funds. 

· Moderator – Ambassador Jane Becker

· Speaker 1 – Mr. Frederick Lord, Assistant Director for the Anti-Corruption Sub-Directorate, INTERPOL 

· Speaker 2 –  Ms. Deborah Morrisey, ICE Office of Investigations, PEP/Kleptocracy Group 

· Speaker 3 – Mr. Raymond So, Principal Investigator, Independent Commission Against Corruption, Hong Kong Speaker 4 – Dr. Pedro Gamarra Johnson, Peru

11:00-11:30

Coffee Break
11:30-13:00
Session 8:  Successful Collaborative Investigations: Case Studies

This panel will focus on previous transnational organized crime investigations, allowing participants to identify characteristics of successful cases in order to establish best practices and enhance international collaboration, cooperation and partnerships.

· Moderator – Mr. Frank Okamura, Assistant ICE Attaché, Tokyo 

· Speaker 1 –Mr. Tatsuya Toyama, Superintendent, National Police Agency of Japan
· Speaker 2 – Latin Economy 
· Speaker 3 – Col. Petrus Golose, Indonesian National Police
13:00-14:30

Lunch

14:30-16:00
Session 9:  Roundtable Discussion:  Strengthening International Cooperation and Partnerships to Combat Transnational Threats

This panel will examine options available for international law enforcement to better combat the converging threats and emerging trends discussed throughout the symposium. These will include both strategic and operational tools, information sharing systems and strengthened partnerships. Panelists will also discuss challenges, potential roadblocks and how to best establish an efficient and effective way forward.

· Mr. David M. Luna, Department of State
· Matthew King, Immigration and Customs Enforcement

· Panelist 2 –TBD, Organized and Financial Crimes Partnership Agency, New Zealand

· Panelist 3 – Mr. John Lee, Hong Kong Customs 

· Panelist 4 – Latin Economy 

16:00-17:00
Closing Plenary:  The Way Forward: Fighting Networks with Networks 


· Mr. Raymond R. Parmer Jr., Director, ICE Office of International Affairs 

17:00 – 17:10 

Conference Reporting

TRANS-PACIFIC SYMPOSIUM: DISMANTLING TRANSNATIONAL ILLICIT NETWORKS

The United States, with its international partners, is co-hosting a symposium targeted to leverage new, and reinforce existing, inter-regional law enforcement cooperation frameworks to combat transnational criminal activities and illicit networks across the Pacific region.  The U.S. will seek support and partnership from its international partners to create an informal law enforcement network to better understand the illicit environment related to transnational crime across the Pacific and to strengthen international cooperation to effectively combat these security threats.

In recent months, leaders across the Pacific have underscored the threats posed by transnational illicit networks to their economies:

· Summit of the Americas: In April, 2009, at the Fifth Summit of the Americas in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, Western hemispheric leaders, under the auspices of the Organization of American States (OAS), agreed to fight all forms of transnational organized crime, illicit trafficking in drugs, illicit trafficking in arms, ammunition and explosives, illicit trafficking in persons and smuggling of migrants, money laundering, corruption, terrorism, kidnapping, criminal gangs, and crimes associated with the use of technology, including cybercrime.

· G-8: In July 2009, G8 Leaders underscored how transnational threats – terrorism, organized crime, terrorism, trafficking in persons, migrant smuggling, drug and fire arms trafficking, cash smuggling, money laundering and corruption are a “serious threat to domestic and international security” and  called on greater synergies within the international community to enhance the security toolbox to preempt and counter these transnational threats including through stronger joint inter-governmental coordination such as the United Nations, INTERPOL, and other relevant regional fora.
· APEC: In November 2009, APEC Leaders are expected to continue to strengthen international to combat transnational threats.  In 2009, APEC economies, through various APEC subfora, are working together to implement last year’s Lima commitment to dismantle transnational illicit networks and protect economies against abuse of our financial system by corrupt individuals and organized criminal groups through financial intelligence and law enforcement cooperation related to corrupt payments and illicit financial flows.  Economies in the region are also working to strengthen inter-regional capacities and to develop trans-Pacific cooperation to combat transnational terrorism, crime, illicit finance and corruption and to dismantle threat networks.
The Symposium will focus on east-west cross-border crimes, illicit routes, and gaps and challenges within existing frameworks, and ways to contain illicit threats before they extend beyond their borders.  

More specifically, the symposium will focus on criminal illicit activities, especially several converging and mutually supportive international crime threats that have become increasingly prominent in the trans-Pacific region.  These include: arms, narcotics, and human smuggling/trafficking, money laundering, and corruption.  Discussion will cover current and emerging threats, vulnerabilities and challenges, as well as opportunities for cooperation in investigations and intelligence sharing.  

The goals of the symposium are: 

· Establish contacts among the trans-Pacific law enforcement communities; 

· Enhance  pragmatic, efficient and effective cooperative regional informational-sharing;  

· Lay the groundwork for follow-on actions that will build on the work of the symposium, perhaps in existing fora; 

· Obtain general agreement by the participating countries to cooperate in combating transnational crime and to pursue the follow-up actions.

Deliverables can include a general statement regarding regional law enforcement cooperation against transnational crime threats, a directory of key contacts in participating countries and organizations, and an action plan for follow-up and moving forward.

The symposium will be held during three days on November 9-11 2009, Marriott Waikiki Conference Center, Honolulu, Hawaii.  It will be opened by senior officials from the region and international partners who will set the stage, tone and expectations for the symposium.  Senior experts will discuss the cross-border crime challenges and ways do develop inter-regional responses to dismantle transnational illicit networks across the Pacific, and propose a way forward – fighting networks with networks.

Participants will include Pacific Rim nations from Asia and the Western Hemisphere, representatives of Pacific Island nations, and appropriate international organizations such as APEC, Organization of American States (OAS), the Asia Pacific Group on Money-Laundering, Interpol, and UNODC.

We anticipate that this symposium with lay the foundation for a trans-Pacific law enforcement policy dialogue, build inter-regional cooperative law enforcement networks, and establish a framework for further communication and cooperation. 

For more information please contact: Kimberly Sellers, U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement, Department of Homeland Security at SellersKS@State.gov (202) 312-9708, or Marc Gorelick, Senior Advisor, Cross-Border Crime, U.S. Department of State at GorelickM@state.gov (202) 312-9713.
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