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Bom dia a todos

Quero iniciar, quebrando um pouco o protocolo, revelando a minha emoção ao visitar, mais uma vez, esta linda cidade – patrimônio cultural da humanidade - e a experiência única de conhecer a moderna arquitetura e a arte presentes neste Palácio do Itamarati.

Agradeço, em nome da Organização dos Estados Americanos, ao governo da Presidenta Dilma Rousseff, especialmente ao Senhor Chanceler Luiz Alberto Figueiredo Machado e ao Senhor Ministro da Justiça do Brasil, José Eduardo Cardoso, ao Secretário Nacional de Justiça, Paulo Abrão – e a todos os funcionários deste governo aqui presentes – pela excelente acolhida que tivemos em Brasília e pelo compromisso assumido com a preparação da Quarta Reunião de Autoridades Nacionais sobre Tráfico de Pessoas.

Queria dirigir um cumprimento especial a todos os representantes dos Estados Membros da OEA, observadores permanentes, organismos multilaterais e organizações da sociedade civil que participam desta reunião.

Espero que possamos retribuir a generosidade do governo do Brasil com a realização de uma reunião que cumpra com as expectativas de promover o diálogo hemisférico sobre os mecanismos de coordenação internacional contra o Tráfico de Pessoas.

A realização desse evento no Brasil é um motivo de enorme satisfação para nós. A escolha do Brasil como sede demonstra o grande avanço que este país alcançou, nos últimos anos, em matéria de política internacional sobre tráfico de pessoas.

Vamos tratar de um tema que não é novo em nossa região, mas cuja preocupação tem aumentado nos últimos anos devido à crise humanitária causada pelas condições em que vivem milhões de vítimas do tráfico de pessoas.

Scope

At any given time, the International Labour Organization (ILO) estimates that 21 million people are trapped in some form of modern-day slavery. As a global enterprise that the UN estimates is worth  in the region of US $32 billion dollars, human trafficking affects nearly every country in the world and has no place in a modern, civilized society.

Trafficking in persons is however still growing rapidly due to its high profits and low risk of punishment. Therefore, understanding the business model of trafficking is key to disrupting it on multiple fronts through consumer, corporate, governmental and civil society cooperation and initiatives.

Based on the ILO Profits’ Report, published in 2014, the estimated annual profit related to forced labour in the Americas is US $1.2 billion dollars.  It is also estimated that there are 1.8 million victims of forced labour in Latin America and the Caribbean, or 9 percent of the global total. The business of trafficking in persons needs to be targeted and this requires an integrated approach that includes the increased participation of all levels of government, civil society, religious leaders, businesses and consumers. This increased participation was most recently highlighted by the involvement of religious leaders in condemning all forms of forced labour and working towards its future eradication.
 As chair of the World Economic Forum’s Meta Council on the Illicit Economy our group has done two specific things; 1) preparing an exciting new publication: "Hedging Risk by Combating Human Trafficking: Insights from the Private Sector, and 2) providing new tools for businesses to implement in their organizations and in their responsible investing – both of these consistent with the plan of action and indicators approved here.

Definition
While most commonly associated with forced sexual exploitation, the forms of human trafficking are many and varied. Women, children and men across the globe find themselves being enslaved for forced labour and domestic servitude, forced begging and forced marriages, sexual exploitation, commercial exploitation of children through pornography, the enlisting of children in armed conflicts; illegal adoption or the illegal organ trade. Criminal groups prey on the weakest and most vulnerable in society, exacerbating challenges to health, human security, and social justice.

While there are many excellent practices in the fight against human trafficking, continued strategic dialogue between diverse stakeholders is essential to develop the research, understand the linkages between trafficking and other crimes, and mobilize political will towards a more effective global response.

Trafficking in persons is a criminal activity and a human rights violation carried out by individuals and organized crime. It means much more than the organized displacement of persons for a profit and has an impact on society as a whole. As I have seen personally the physical and psychological effect it has on its victims, is truly devastating.

Combating trafficking is therefore an urgent and inescapable task that has to be tackled, nationally, regionally and globally. This means disrupting both individual traffickers and criminal organizations connected to trafficking as well as the nexus with other activities like drugs, money laundering and the illicit economy in general.

Our Hemisphere is by no means immune to the scourge of trafficking in persons. On the contrary, the presence of social vulnerabilities such as poverty, the shortage of job opportunities, large youth populations, considerable migration in search of employment, and the widespread lack of knowledge of the risks involved in illegal immigration, all act as accelerants to exploit potential innocent victims. The UNDP in its 2013-2014 Human Development Report, Citizen Security with a Human Face: Evidence and proposals for Latin America says some interesting things about trafficking and also introduces the concept of aspirational crime.  It is clear that the youth of the world whether through the impact of TV, social media or hyper connectivity are more aware, have higher expectations and are more impatient to get it. This is exacerbated in our region by the relatively robust consumer-driven economic development over the past decade or so. This creates both individuals vulnerable to trafficking, as well as more prone to participating in aspirational crimes. 
¿Qué hemos hecho al respecto?--  Reconociendo estas amenazas emergentes, en el 2003 los Estados miembros aprobaron la Declaración sobre Seguridad Hemisférica, un documento visionario que dio origen a un concepto de seguridad que va más allá de lo tradicional y coloca enfoques integrados, el bienestar personal y los resultados positivos en el centro de nuestra agenda común. Sobre esta base, el Secretario General José Miguel Insulza creó en el 2005 la Secretaría de Seguridad Multidimensional, como una plataforma para trabajar con los Estados miembros sobre los retos de seguridad que enfrentamos, de una manera coherente e integrada.

Específicamente acerca de este tema, trata de personas: La Primer Reunión de Autoridades Nacionales fue llevada a cabo en la República Bolivariana de Venezuela (2006), la Segunda y la Tercera Reunión de Autoridades Nacionales llevadas a cabo en Argentina y Guatemala, respectivamente (2009, 2012); en ellas los Estados miembros han denunciado la trata de personas y han creado este órgano político para fortalecer el establecimiento y la implementación de marcos jurídicos que regulan la responsabilidad penal, establecer planes y programas de capacitación y prevención, asistir y proteger a víctimas, fomentar la identificación de datos, y apoyar el principio de corresponsabilidad que debe existir entre las jurisdicciones de origen, tránsito y destino.  

Esta reunión del día de hoy entre Estados miembros, observadores permanentes, la sociedad civil y la comunidad internacional es crucial para reafirmar el compromiso continuo acordado hace dos años en la ciudad de Guatemala. Creo que todos estamos de acuerdo que mientras nuestras Autoridades Nacionales han denunciado la trata de personas y han acordado combatirla como delito que atenta contra la seguridad, los derechos humanos, la dignidad y las libertades inalienables de los ciudadanos de las Américas, aun tenemos trabajo por hacer.

En una encuesta realizada en Septiembre de 2014, los Estados miembros de la OEA informaron a la Secretaría General que el 83% tienen leyes específicas contra la trata de personas, de éstas el 92% se encuentran alineadas con los mandatos internacionales, regionales y subregionales para combatir este delito, y el 93% han aprobado planes nacionales de trabajo que están en sintonía con el Plan de Trabajo contra la Trata de Personas en el Hemisferio Occidental. También vale la pena mencionar que los Estados miembros no sólo consideran la trata de personas como la explotación sexual meramente comercial, sino que muchas legislaturas también han considerado otras manifestaciones de la trata como: explotación laboral (87%), la extracción de órganos y la servidumbre doméstica (83%), matrimonios forzados (75%), y adopción ilegal de niños con fines de explotación (54%).

Como sabemos, la trata de personas afecta a ambos géneros y a diferentes grupos de edad. Sin embargo, los Estados miembros han indicado que los instrumentos de la OEA como el Plan de Trabajo (2015-2018) deben considerar a otros grupos vulnerables, entre ellos las comunidades indígenas, multiculturales y LGBT, migrantes y personas con discapacidad. Los Estados Miembros también consideran que son necesarios indicadores para verificar el cumplimiento de los mismos con estas nuevas directrices (88%).

Clearly, progress has been made and there is a broader understanding of what needs to be done. Brazil 2014, no doubt will set the groundwork to continue and strengthen previous efforts, but more importantly it will be remembered as the meeting where member states recommitted through an important Declaration and a revised and updated Work Plan that reflects the current and regional challenges we face. In other words, it will provide member states and the General Secretary, additional guidelines and more importantly indicators to follow in implementing the 2015-2018 work plan. 

As we all know, assistance and protection for victims is one of the major components of our work. As highlighted by the 2014 UN Report of the Special Rapporteur on Trafficking in Persons Especially Women and Children, Joy Ngozi Ezeilo, victims of trafficking should be entitled to effective remedies. “In substance, trafficked persons should be provided with adequate reparations for the harms suffered, which may include restitution, compensation, recovery, satisfaction and guarantees of non-repetition. Compensation is of critical importance to victims of trafficking who are likely to have suffered significant harm and lost valuable opportunities.”

I know that this is an important but sensitive topic that will require more discussion. I would simply say that as important as assistance and protection is for the recovery and reintegration of the victims to society, unless we address the structural causes on the demand side of trafficking and social vulnerabilities on the supply side that affect individuals and make them susceptible to trafficking, such as inequality, unemployment and weak education to name a few --- trafficking in persons, and all its manifestations, most likely will continue to be part of our societies. This is why I am a firm believer that we need to shine the light on model public private partnerships in our region and beyond to encourage much greater levels of co responsibility. 

The private sector is a key actor in disrupting human trafficking and so public private partnerships and the inclusion of business leaders in anti-trafficking dialogue is essential so that engaged actors can share best practices with stakeholders and progress can be achieved in the fight against human trafficking. The Marriott hotel has been a leader in private sector involvement, through the creation of partnerships, the helping of victims of human trafficking and the training of its staff to look out for cases of trafficking. Specifically in terms of expanding the reach of its community partner, the Youth Career Initiative, it has offered hospitality employment courses to train young victims of sexual exploitation, offering them new opportunities in the work force. 

Other positive advancements can also be seen yesterday in Sao Paolo, Brazil with the announcement of the Schwab Foundation 2014 Social Entrepreneurs of the year. This competition offers a platform for highlighting social innovation in relation to a variety of issues, as this years winners, Claudio Sassaki and Eduardo Bontemp, created a social business targeting education improvements through customized learning experiences. Such innovation and entrepreneurial spirit displays the determination that does in fact exist for combating social issues plaguing our region and creating new and successful ways of disrupting their structural causes. 

So if we understand the causal relationships between social vulnerabilities and institutional weaknesses, that play a big role in the recruitment of potential victims, is it enough to prosecute and punish traffickers? Is it enough to provide assistance, protection, and effective remedies to the victims? The endorsement of Public Policies in response to the crimes committed is very important, but prevention also has a key role to play. So, what path should we, public servants, civil society, private and academic sectors, and the international community follow to address the root-causes of trafficking? 

As we know, governments should guarantee the security of their people; however, recent crises have illustrated that some threats like trafficking in persons are beyond the control of any one level of government. Threats like trafficking need collaboration among governments, international and regional organizations, private and transnational businesses, consumers and those actors that are close and familiar with the realities on the ground; in other words civil society. A multifaceted threat, human trafficking can best be addressed through collaboration at all levels and across sectors. 

As indicated throughout the General Secretariat virtual consultation to civil society of the Americas, in preparation to the Fourth Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons, “member states shall address the root causes that increase vulnerability to trafficking including: poverty, social and economic disparities, gender inequality, and all forms of discrimination”. 

Senhoras e senhores: 

I wish to thank the Government of Brazil for hosting this meeting and its authorities and all those present for their concern and commitment to combating trafficking in persons. This forum will yield the next set of guidelines that will serve as a basis for the ongoing efforts of governments, civil society, private businesses and the international community to combat trafficking in persons in the region. They will help us to rethink our approach and place greater emphasis on those fragile areas that call for all our support, participation, commitment, and political will.
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