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lS,()TE NO 64/:l006

The Permanent Missjl)n of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago to the

Organization of American States presents ill:;compJiments to the General Secretariat of

the Organit:;ation of An'1crican States, and has the honour to advisc that the:Oovcnuncnt

c,)fthe Republic: of Trinidad Bud Tobago, through the Ministry of the Attorney General.

has fO'r'1T1allyagreed to host the next Meeting of the Working Group of Experts on MJJltlai

Legal A.~'sistQncein Criminal Matt(!r.~and Extradition of the Meeti'lig of Ministers oJ

Jllstice ur of Mini.\.ter.'OaT AttQT1IlZYSGeneral of the AmericC1S (REMJA W()rking Group of

Expert~. On Mutuul Legal A",'sist(l1'/.cein Criminal Ma.tters and E.z;lrudition) in POrt of

Spain, Trinidad and Tobago. during the FC'fiod05 to 06 April 2006.

In this regard, the PcrmanCtlt Mission wishes to recal1 thftt this decision is in

cunformity with the reoQmmendation of the REM] A Working Group of .Experts on

MutUal Lcgal Assistance, 3t its meeting held in Washington DC from 09 to 10 November

2005t whereby it was unanimously agreed that the next meeting of the Working C'rt'oup

would be hcJd in Trinidad and TobagQ.

The Perm.anent Mission has the further honour tf,)~dvjse that, on behalf of the

Ministry of the Attorney Ocncra1~ it wi1l be fOIWardjng to a)J Pennanent Missions

a~cTedited to the Organization of American St.atcs,a letter issued by the:;Minj~"t{yof the
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Attorney General to an membersof the Working Group on Mutl1a.lLegal AssistanCe in

Crimi.1la]Matters and Ex1radition. in their respective languages, extending an invi1atiO1'1to

participate in the aforementioned meeting. A copy of that letter is enclosed herewith fOT

the Secretariat's records, in light of the Secr~ta.riat's undertaking to provide support for

the REMJA process.

The 'Pe:nnancnt Mission of thc Republic of Trinidad nod Tobago to the

Organization or American States avails itself of this opportunity 10 renew It) the General

Secretariat of the Organi~~tion of American States thc assurances of it.<:highest

consideration.

W ASHlNGTON~ DC
2006 MARCH 10
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MINISTRY OF THE ATTORNEY GENE'RAL
Central Authority Unit

Cabildo ChambeN:
23-27 St. Viru:CM~Slrc:>cl
Purl. -<If- Spillin

I'honc: (1IC,1I) 62.~-4282. 625-6531.6:2.5-8901

F'tI": (868) 625-6530. 625-0470
Emllil: ccnt'L-alnut!mrirvnrWtstt.oer.[[

.Port ofSpaitl) Wednesday, March 8th, 2006

Dcat co]1cagues:

Re: REMJA WORKING GROUP OF EXPERTS ON MUTlIAL LEGAL
ASSISTANCE IN CRIM1NAL MATTERS MEETfNG TO BE HELD IN
PORT OF Sl'AIN. TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO FROM THE 5..6 APRJL
2006.

Atthe 3rd S1unmit of the: Amcrica.~,which took place in Quebec City in April 2001. the
Heads of States and Govcmments of the Americas, 0.11the recommendalion of our
Working Group (WG)t propO!~edjn the Action Plan of the Summit to:

"Create, within the OAS, an Intcmet informatIon exchange network joining the
proper legal authorities in ~tradition and mutual legal assista.nce, in order to
facilitate the direct and regular communications between these authorities and
identifY the cammon pT<.~blemswhich arise in the treatment of qu.,~tions and
particular C39C$deserving an attention and a collective settlcmcntu.

The REMJA m mceting established a broud mandate: to improve l'J).uroallegal a':!sistaTJce
between ~ouDtrics of the America.').

Our Working Group has evolved $ignificantly while trying to fu1fll1the tasks presented
by the subsequent REMJA me~tings. SiDI:Cthe REMJA V hc}d at the OAS headquarter~
in Washington DC. from April 28-30 2004, alJ the Member States t')!"the OAS have
formed an integral part of the Working Group and this group is composed of cxpcrt-
lawyers.

Thus this small Worlcing Group~ comprised originally of representatives from four
countric::; and having only one projeot, tbat being the Web site, is now made up of experts
from various institution$ related to MutUAlLegal Assistance and ExtradiLion fYom34
Member St.atcs of the OAS with quite a full agenda.. The .R.EMJAVI, which will :iOon
take place, ilwalts our recommendations.
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At the mc:cting of the REMJA Working Group of experts on m'lltual kga1 assi:;tance jn
criminal mntt~rs and extradition which was held on September J6tl\ and 17t!\ 2004 in
W~'hi'l1gton (D.C.)~ the expert!! requested the coordinator to present a revitaljzation
project of lhe WG on MLA) with th~ }iimof not only seeing this Group grow and evolve
but also of ensuring its continuity.

To date, with the support of the OAS Weare able to ma.intaina website with nearly 5000
lcgal documents relating to MLA and extradition. We continue to provide: a confidential
page with documents of interest, r<;sultl>of S1.1rveys,an interactive forum and a list of an
proper Authorities of the Americl.'ls with their co-ordinates. We take part in a11
expononriaJ way in a. "secret" otnai1 system, and we atc exploring the possibility of
creating a mode] Jaw for eventually improving domestic laws fill,dupdating the Inter-
American Convention on Mutual Legal Assistance in C.riminal Matters. We arc also
worwlg aD a plan for extradit.ion in order to assist with the devdopment of bettcr
practices as they relate to the processes involved in extradition as a mechanism. for
curtailing traJ.ls.nat1o1:lal crhne. The experts have asked that these faciliries be
consolidated so that they may evolve and be effective.

Tbc WG is seen in the OAS as a mechanism that works well. However. 8.5mentiolled by
thc Heads of Sts.tes in Mar del Plata in their Action Plan alld by the experts during the
meetings) because of its evolution, the WG should 1'10longer be without a pennanent
budget and fixed committees to which it reports and should be in a position to suppon the
proper a.uthorities in the Amc:ric:aswhen necessary in thei'r' approach to mutual lega.l
assistance.

Furthermore, t{.,J"eJulizethe benefits of consolidation, a single structure should manage
and a.pprove and/or provide the genera.l principJe$ of cowoperation atld mUluul Tegill
assistaJ,)ce and extradition 1f1the OAS. At the m()l'nent MLA is scattered among a
multitude of groups,

We thus propose that the fin:;tday of the meeting in Port of Spain) Trinid~d and Tobago
conc~))trate on defining what is insLituliona1i:t:a.tionand preparing for tho REMJA VI, a
solid. project in order to guarantee an effective mutual legal assistance system in the
Americas.

Secondly. we propose as an agenda to answer in a mare ~pecific way to the expecta.tions
raised by the REWA V and to report accordi11g1y.A Draft Agenda is attached for your
attention.

OUf meeting will thercfore w.kc place in }3ort of Spain at tho Ministry of the Attorney
Oeneral13ui1djng .23-27 St. Vincent Street, Porl of Sp(1in ~ Trinidad on Wednesday
April 5lh .from 10:00 ~'rOto 5:00 p.m. and Thursday April 6th, trom 10:00 am to 5:00
pm. Interpretation ~~rvjcel)wi]}be availablcin Spanishand English.
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For logistical purposes) cou.ld you.p]casc send, by cmaiI or fax, the names of the member!;
of your delegation who win be a.ttending,before noon on Friday, March 17th 20006to:

Ia11Rampersad
Administra.tive Supervisor
Central Authority
Ministry of the Attorney General
Trinidad and Tobago
Te1e: (868) 623-7010 ext 26 19
Fax: (868) 627-9171
jr'dmpersa.dlC«all.gov .tt

If you.have any questions or cornment:'i.ph:ase do not hesitate to contact the following;

David West
Head C~tnd AuthoriW
Ministry of the Attorney General
Port of Spain
Trinidad and Tobago
Tc1c: (868) 623-4904
Fax: (868) 627- 9]71
ccnrrnlnuthority(ti),~"tt.ne. tt

Pierre-Gines Belanger
Coordinator of the MLA OAS Working Group
fbclangc(a/1uRtice.S!c.ca
Tcl: (613) 957-0007
CclJ : (613) 882-2707
Fax: (613) 948-1987

Ynuk"$Sincerely,

VCVtIuL Wut'

David West
Head Central Authority

CPl5880EOI
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